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This statement is on behalf of UICC and supported by NCD Alliance

Excellencies, distinguished delegates, colleagues,

Noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) and mental ill-health claim over 43 million lives annually. Their burden remains unacceptable, inequitable, and rising. Achieving SDG target 3.4—a one-third reduction in premature NCD deaths by 2030—demands urgent action on the root causes: the determinants of health.

NCDs, including cancers, follow a clear social gradient: the lower one’s socio-economic status, the greater the risk of disease and early death, due to increased exposure to risk factors and limited access to care.

The environments in which we live—our education, housing, employment, and access to healthy food and clean air—profoundly shape our health. Addressing NCDs means confronting their systemic drivers, which requires joined-up action across government. 

As we prepare for the UN High-Level Meeting on NCDs and Mental Health, NCD Alliance and the Union for International Cancer Control call on Member States to ensure today's Dialogue informs a bold and actionable Political Declaration in September, by committing to:

1. Address the commercial determinants of health. Industries profiting from tobacco, alcohol, ultra-processed foods, and fossil fuels continue to undermine public health policy. Safeguards against conflicts of interest are essential.

2. Advance fiscal policy coherence. Health taxes on harmful products and subsidy reforms can drive healthier consumption, reduce inequalities, and fund stronger health systems.

3. Tackle air pollution and its main driver, fossil fuels. As a leading contributor to the global disease burden, and given the co-benefits for health and climate, reducing air pollution must be central to national NCD plans.

4. Adopt a health-in-all-policies approach. This must include social participation to ensure policies meet the needs of those most affected by health inequities.

It’s time to lead across sectors—for health, equity, and future generations. Without bold action on the determinants of health, progress on NCDs will remain out of reach.
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