Eleventh session of the Conference of the Parties (COP11) to the WHO FCTC

Joint statement on draft decision:
Mobilization by Parties of sustainable resources for tobacco control

Thank you, Chair.

Distinguished Delegates,

The NCD Alliance, Coalition for Americas' Health, Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids, Action on Smoking and Health, World Heart Federation, Southeast Asia Tobacco Control Alliance and Vital Strategies are concerned by the persistent under-investment in tobacco control. 

We urge all Parties to support the draft decision proposed by Senegal, which aims to encourage sustainable financing of tobacco control by catalyzing domestic resource mobilization.

Adequate funding is essential to maximize the health impact and the return on investment of tobacco control measures, particularly given the continuous interference of Big Tobacco to undermine these efforts.

This year’s global investment case for NCDs confirmed that every US$1 invested in tobacco-control “best buys” yields a US$7 return, and this return is likely to be higher when these measures are combined.

Tobacco control is essential to improving global health and achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. It is a legal obligation for Parties and vital to prevent the 7.3 million annual deaths caused by these products.

Yet the latest data has suggested that only 12% of required resources for tobacco control are currently funded, leaving an annual shortfall of US$8.4 billion. We therefore call on Parties to consider the actions proposed in the draft decision. 

[bookmark: _Int_hsVzkkRj]First, tobacco taxation remains the most cost-effective tool to reduce use, ease pressure on health systems, and generate public revenue. Strengthening implementation of Article 6 is crucial, especially amid fiscal constraints and declining development assistance. As encouraged by the draft decision, taxes should be regularly adjusted to keep pace with inflation and affordability, failure to do so weakens domestic resource mobilization and health impact.

[bookmark: _Int_DkzlV0Ee]Second, between 2018 and 2021 tobacco control received only 0.3% of total development assistance for health. It is, therefore, important for Parties to consider scaling up aid for tobacco control to support the implementation of the WHO FCTC. As emphasized by the draft decision, assistance should be flexible and aligned with national priorities to catalyze, not replace, domestic investment.

[bookmark: _Int_Xy6U6LFx]Third, an updated funding-gap tool will help assess current government investment and needs for full WHO FCTC implementation. Up-to-date data will enable informed decisions and strengthened whole-of-government responses for tobacco control.

Fourth, rapidly changing costs make an updated global investment case for tobacco control essential to support comprehensive action.

[bookmark: _Int_cw3lJLvg]Last but not least, we urge Parties to engage in the WHO Dialogue on Sustainable Financing for NCDs and Mental Health in 2026 to ensure tobacco control is integrated into broader health-financing strategies.
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