Eleventh session of the Conference of the Parties (COP11) to the WHO FCTC
NCDA & CLAS Statement 

Agenda item 3: Global progress in implementation of the WHO FCTC (Document FCTC/COP/11/4)
Honorable Chair,
Distinguished Delegates,   
NCD Alliance and Coalition for Americas' Health welcome global progress in implementing the WHO FCTC and commend the achievements of many Parties. Yet progress remains uneven. Only 61 countries are currently on track to meet the WHO target of a 30% reduction in tobacco-use prevalence by this year.

Tobacco continues to be a leading risk factor for noncommunicable diseases (NCDs), causing 7.3 million preventable deaths each year. Without more decisive action, the SDG target to reduce premature NCD mortality by one-third by 2030 will remain unattainable.

Momentum for tobacco control has strengthened, including through this year’s Fourth UN High-Level Meeting on NCDs and Mental Health. Its forthcoming Political Declaration includes a UN global target of 150 million fewer tobacco users by 2030 – one of only three fast-track targets in the Declaration.

There is clear political will for accelerated progress, and significant room for improvement. 

Tobacco taxation remains the most-cost effective tool to reduce use, while generating fiscal space. Yet only 40 countries currently meet WHO’s benchmark of taxes representing at least 75% of tobacco retail price; 76 countries have regressed in recent years; and fewer than half of the reporting Parties have made substantial advances in implementing Article 6. 

Tobacco taxation can be a sustainable source of funding for health – especially in a period of economic constraints and declining development assistance. We urge Parties to take part in the Third Global NCD Financing Dialogue, scheduled for 2026, to call for the integration of tobacco control into broader NCD and health-financing strategies.

Interference from tobacco industry also remains a major obstacle. Protecting public policies from their commercial interests is as important as the measures themselves. Governments must adopt strong whole-of-government policies to integrate Article 5.3. This is vital as most FCTC measures extend beyond health ministries; and strengthened multisectoral governance and action on tobacco control can also reinforce broader efforts to prevent and control NCDs.
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