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1 Need to Know 
Global Updates on NCDs

There is growing evidence, based on data emerging  from 
the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, that people living 
with NCDs (PLWNCDs) and older people are particularly 
vulnerable to COVID-19, and that health systems in rich and 
poor countries alike are ill-equipped to respond. COVID-19 
will inevitably exacerbate inequalities within societies, with 
vulnerable groups likely to suffer the most.
As a global alliance, the NCD Alliance (NCDA) will do everything 
within our capacity to raise our voices for the rights of PLWNCDs, 
the elderly and marginalised groups, and to share information, 
guidance and good practice to protect each other. In full solidarity 
and alignment with WHO, and in collaboration with our members, 
supporters and 65 national and regional NCD alliances, our 
contribution will be to provide an NCD lens to this fast-moving 
health security challenge.

NCDA has developed resources and collated guidance and expertise 
from within our network to help PLWNCDs, and other at-risk 
populations navigate this crisis. 

NCDA Update on 
COVID-19 Pandemic

  May 2020

Geneva, Switzerland

Briefing note

FAQ sheet

Media Briefing recording

Calls to Action page

Resources page

The Lancet Public Health 
issue on COVID-19

Resources

https://ncdalliance.org/resources/briefing-note-impacts-of-covid-19-on-people-living-with-ncds
https://ncdalliance.org/resources/covid-19-and-noncommunicable-diseases-ncds-questions-and-answers
https://ncdalliance.org/form/media-briefing-covid-19-and-ncds#recording
https://ncdalliance.org/what-we-do/knowledge-exchange/covid-19-calls-to-action-from-ncd-civil-society
https://ncdalliance.org/what-we-do/knowledge-exchange/coronavirus-covid-19-resources-relevant-to-ncds
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/issue/vol5no5/PIIS2468-2667(20)X0005-3
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From 24 April - 4 May 2020, NCDA conducted a COVID-19 
short survey to better understand how COVID-19 is impacting 
our member organisations and alliances, their work, and to 
understand current needs, challenges and opportunities to 
more effectively navigate these times.
Main results:

Over the next 6 months, the 3 most important challenges for 
members will be: 
(1) Delaying operations and services – 92.5%; 
(2) Difficulty securing future funding – 62.7%; 
(3) Cancelling operations and services – 46.3%.
60% of all NCD alliances haven’t been able to advance on their 
coalition building due to COVID-19 restrictions.

NCDA members have adapted their advocacy activities by: 
Sharing information and expertise on NCDs (79.1%);
Highlighting the needs of people living with NCDs (74.6%).

The top 3 challenges for NCDs that regions/countries are expected 
to face in the coming months due to COVID-19 are:
(1) Increased vulnerability of people living with NCDs – 82.1%;
(2)  Disruption of treatment and care for people living with  

NCDs – 91%;
(3)  Travel restrictions and social distancing measures challenging 

people living healthy lives – 80.6%.

The most mentioned specific needs of NCDA members in light of 
COVID-19 are: 
• Support with funding or sharing funding opportunities; 
• Training platforms and opportunities on various topics;
•  Availability of materials on NCDs, PLWNCDs and COVID-19 

(including with translation). 
•  Regional discussions and networking opportunities have also been 

requested. 

NCDA will use the results of this survey to enhance its offering of 
resources and support to our network, including the new Civil Society 
Solidarity Fund on NCDs and COVID-19 that will launch in June 
2020.

NEW   
Results from survey on 
COVID-19 implications 
on NCDA members 

 24 April - 4 May

Global
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The 73rd session of the World Health Assembly (WHA73) will 
take place virtually, and will open on Monday 18 May 2020, to 
close no later than Tuesday 19 May 2020. WHA73 would then 
reconvene in autumn 2020 to address the other agenda items as 
adopted by the Executive Board (EB). This second session is expected  
to cover resolutions on the Cervical Cancer elimination strategy and 
on eye health, as well as potentially a new resolution on revision of the 
International Health Regulations in light of COVID-19.

Specific arrangements (including timings and agenda) will be 
available here shortly.

The next session of the EB (EB147) is also due to open on 22 May 
2020 and to take place virtually.

WHA73 Agenda: Decisions and Resolutions for consideration
The agenda for WHA73 is also expected to cover the election of the 
WHA President, Vice-Presidents and new EB Members. A draft 
resolution on COVID-19 Response, led by the European Union 
(EU) will also be discussed at WHA73. NCDA coordinated intensive 
mission outreach to ensure the clear inclusion of language on NCDs 
which was lacking in the zero draft of the document. 

Conclusions of negotiations on the final text progressed well into the 
second week of May.

World Health Assembly 
(WHA73) goes virtual

 17-18 May 2020

Geneva, Switzerland

WHA73 homepage

https://apps.who.int/gb/e/e_wha73.html
https://apps.who.int/gb/e/e_wha73.html
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There are three main components in United Nations’ response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic:
• Global Humanitarian Response Plan led by OCHA

• Immediate Socio-economic Response to COVID-19 led by UNDP

• Strategic preparedness and Response Plan led by WHO

The WHO-led strategic preparedness and response plan outlines the 
public health measures to provide to support all countries to prepare 
for and respond to COVID-19. The document compiles and translates 
all that is known so far  into strategic action that can guide the efforts 
of all national and international partners when developing context-
specific national and regional operational plans.

Overview of United 
Nations response to 
COVID-19

 March 2020

New York, USA

A UN framework for the immediate socio-economic response to COVID-19

Global Humanitarian Response Plan COVID-19

WHO information note on COVID-19 & NCDs

Strategic Preparedness and Response Plan (Updated version expected this week)

Resources

https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/un_framework_report_on_covid-19.pdf
https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/Global-Humanitarian-Response-Plan-COVID-19.pdf
https://www.who.int/who-documents-detail/covid-19-and-ncds
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/covid-strategy-update-14april2020.pdf?sfvrsn=29da3ba0_19
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WHO has published new guidance to help people without any 
symptoms or diagnosis of acute respiratory illness stay active 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The pandemic has made it more difficult to maintain old or develop 
new routines of daily physical activity, thus increasing the risk of 
developing certain diseases, particularly NCDs.  

In response to this, WHO has published answers to frequently 
asked questions (FAQs) around staying physically active in this 
unprecedented situation.

WHO publishes 
guidance on how to 
stay physically active 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic

27 March 2020

Geneva, Switzerland

Read more

In response to a WHO EB request in February 2020, the WHO 
Secretariat has published the process it will follow to accelerate 
action to reduce the harmful use of alcohol. 
The Board requested the WHO Director-General to develop a 
technical report on the harmful use of alcohol related to cross-border 
alcohol marketing, advertising and promotional activities, including 
targeting youth and adolescents, before the 150th session of the 
Board, and also to develop an action plan (2022-2030) to support the 
effective implementation of the Global strategy to reduce the harmful 
use of alcohol as a public health priority. 

Over the next two years, the WHO Secretariat will commission 
a scoping review, technical expert meetings, regional and global 
consultations and briefings scheduled to take place between March 
2020 and February 2022. There will be several opportunities for non-
state actors to engage in this process and feed into a robust action 
plan. 

WHO to accelerate 
action to reduce the 
harmful use of alcohol

28 March 2020

Geneva, Switzerland

Read more

EB146(14)

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/question-and-answers-hub/q-a-detail/be-active-during-covid-19
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/28-03-2020-who-to-accelerate-action-to-reduce-the-harmful-use-of-alcohol
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB146/B146(14)-en.pdf
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The United Nations 
publishes policy 
briefs on the impact 
of COVID-19 on the 
elderly, people living 
with disabilities and on 
mental health

May 2020

New York, USA

Policy Brief: The Impact 
of COVID-19 on older 
persons

Policy Brief: A Disability-
Inclusive Response to 
COVID-19

Policy brief: COVID-19 
and the Need for Action 
on Mental Health

Read more

The UN has also published a series of policy briefs that provides 
analysis and recommendations to address the increased risk 
that the COVID-19 pandemic poses to certain vulnerable 
populations. The policy brief on the impact of COVID-19 on older 
persons highlights the increased risk of poverty, discrimination and 
isolation that older people are exposed to due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

The new threats and deepened inequalities for people living with 
disabilities were discussed in the policy brief on a disability-inclusive 
response to COVID-19. 

The policy brief on mental health highlights the need for urgent 
response and proposes three recommended actions to minimize the 
mental health consequences of the pandemic. 

WHO launches a technical working group on 
COVID-19 and NCDs
In recognition of the link between the COVID-19 pandemic and 
poorer health outcomes for PLWNCDs, WHO has established a 
Technical Working Group on COVID-19 and NCDs. The working 
group seeks to:

1.  Improve the global understanding of the relationship between 
COVID-19 and NCDs.

2.  Rapidly enhance global coordination to ensure a whole-of-UN 
response

3.  Strengthen risk communication on COVID-19 and NCDs, raise 
the priority given to NCDs.

4.  Provide timely, high quality technical expertise and guidance to 
countries and the general public on preventing transmission, 
testing and treatment options for people.

5.  Act as the principal liaison with the WHO WHE/SCI/DDGO 
coordination mechanism for COVID-19 on NCD related issues.

(WHE-WHO Health Emergencies Department; SCI – WHO Science 
Division ; DDGO -  Deputy Director General’s Office)

https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/un_policy_brief_on_covid-19_and_older_persons_1_may_2020.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_policy_brief_on_persons_with_disabilities_final.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/un_policy_brief-covid_and_mental_health_final.pdf
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The meeting of the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) on 
sustainable development in 2020 convened under the auspices 
of the Economic and Social Council will likely be held virtually 
from 7 - 16 July, 2020. 
Any potential physical participation would be limited to New York-
based delegates only. A formal decision is pending and expected in 
the coming weeks.

The theme will be “Accelerated action and transformative pathways: 
realizing the decade of action and delivery for sustainable 
development.” 51 countries (28 first time presenters, 22 second time 
presenters and 1 third time presenter) will present their Voluntary 
National Reviews (VNRs) to the HLPF. The HLPF Secretariat is 
exploring mechanisms to enable countries to deliver their VNRs 
virtually. 

All side events and exhibitions will be held virtually, and interested 
parties are invited to submit their applications to organise an exhibit 
or a side event during the 2020 HLPF. The application process is open 
until 29 May 2020.

High-Level Political 
Forum 2020: 
applications for virtual 
side events opened

 7-16 July,2020

New York, USA

More info

Guidelines/Criteria for 
Exhibitions

Application form for 
Exhibitions

Guidelines/Criteria for 
Side-events

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf/2020
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/26064Guidelines_for_Exhibitions_2020_HLPF.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/26067Application_Form_Exhibition_Spaces_HLPF_2020.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/26061Guidelines_Side_events_2020_HLPF.pdf
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2 On the Ground  
Country Updates

The Cambodian NCD Alliance has published a new policy brief 
highlighting the vulnerability of people living with NCDs, and 
particularly older people. It summarises the latest evidence on 
COVID-19 and NCDs, the unique risks and challenges for Cambodia, 
and many recommendations for healthcare providers and the 
government to mitigate the risks of COVID-19 for people living with 
NCDs.

The Ghana Non-Communicable Diseases Alliance (GhNCDA) on 
behalf of alliance members and its network of people living with NCDs 
appealed to the President of Ghana Nana Akufo-Addo to address the 
needs and challenges of people living with NCDs,  amidst ongoing 
efforts and restrictions to contain the COVID-19 pandemic. . The 
appeal made on April 20,2020, called for specific actions to ensure 
access to essential NCD medicines during the outbreak as well as 
scaling up NCD prevention efforts.  In a follow-up response, the 
Ministry of Health reached out to GhNCDA to gather specific needs of 
PLWNCDs to complement and inform government efforts. On April 
27, the Ghanaian President highlighted NCDs in his 8th COVID19 
response address to the nation (see here) and announced the need for 
investment in health infrastructure (see here). 

Cambodia NCD Alliance 
publishes new policy 
brief on COVID-19 and 
NCDs

Cambodia

Read more

Ghana NCD Alliance 
high-level advocacy 
on needs of PLWNCDs 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic  

Ghana

Read more

Link to  
todaygh.com

https://www.modernghana.com/news/998344/ncds-contributing-to-covid-19-deaths-akufo-addo.html
https://www.businessghana.com/site/news/general/211627/Gov-t-to-make-huge-investments-in-healthcare-infrastructure
http://todaygh.com
https://www.cambodianncdalliance.org/post/covid-19-and-ncds
https://ncdalliance.org/sites/default/files/GhNCDA_letter%20to%20the%20President_Covid-19%20%26%20NCDs.pdf
https://www.todaygh.com/people-living-with-ncd-must-be-protected-to-contain-covid-19-ghncda-to-govt/
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On March 28, the NCD Alliance of Kenya, on behalf of its members 
and network of people living with NCDs issued a public statement 
calling on the government to protect the needs of PLWNCDs during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The statement highlighted the increased risk 
of PLWNCDs to severe infection and disruptions in access to essential 
NCD treatment and care. 

NCDAK is conducting a social media campaign to accompany their 
NCDs and COVID-19 advocacy efforts. Five individuals representing 
a range of lived experiences of NCD conditions (sickle cell disease, 
mental health, dementia, kidney disease, type 1 diabetes) are members 
of the NCD and COVID-19 Community Engagement Sub-Committee 
of the Kenyan Ministry of Health and have articulated specific 
challenges faced during COVID-19 pandemic in Kenya including 
barriers to NCD treatment and care following closure of NCD clinics 
and restricted access to Nairobi as part of government measures. In 
response to a request by people living with NCDs, the acting Director 
General of Health clarified the authority mandated to issue letters to 
facilitate access to treatment and care in Nairobi for those living with 
NCDs outside the Nairobi metropolitan area. 

NCD Alliance Lanka (NCDAL)  mobilised its network to assess the 
needs of people living with Type 1 diabetes in the country to ensure 
uninterrupted  access to essential medicines. Based on its registry 
of people living with Type 1 diabetes, NCDAL in collaboration with 
Young Leaders in Diabetes identified over 100 individuals in need and 
prepared individual kits containing insulin doses and test strips. 

NCD Alliance Kenya 
issued a statement 
calling on the 
government to protect 
the needs of PLWNCDs

Kenya

Read more

Read more

Media coverage on 
the public statement

Young leaders 
mobilised during the 
COVID-19 lockdown in 
Sri Lanka to deliver life-
saving treatment

Sri Lanka

Read more

https://pbs.twimg.com/media/EUMpIW_XYAAHLgI.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/EUMpIb1XkAErkVf.jpg
https://www.nation.co.ke/news/High-risk-patients-have-it-rough-in-Covid-19-war/1056-5513694-2yhtff/index.html
https://ncdalliance.org/news-events/news/young-leaders-mobilise-during-lockdown-in-sri-lanka-to-deliver-life-saving-treatment
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In light of COVID-19 and its implications in the Caribbean, the HCC 
has engaged in a series of advocacy efforts to position NCDs and the 
need of people living with NCDs in the region’s COVID-19.

In March 2020, the HCC released an open letter to Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM) heads of State and government calling for 
urgent action to protect those living with NCDs from COVID-19. The 
letter recognises the efforts taken by governments to date, highlighting 
that more needs to be done to safeguard the health of people living 
with NCDs, and that the region is prepared to assist them with a 
multi-sectoral, whole-of-society response. 

The HCC and the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) 
Commission issued a statement in April 2020 stating their concerns 
on the challenges to regional food security and accessing safe and 
nutritious food during, and beyond, the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
statement also mentions their commitments in this issue, highlighting 
the need to strengthen food and nutrition security in the Caribbean as 
a legacy response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Mexico Salud-Hable Coalition launched its first Civil Society 
Report on Harmful Use of Alcohol in March 2020. This report is 
the first on the topic in Mexico and Latin America, representing an 
important example and guide to assess the status of alcohol control 
policies. The report was supported by the NCDA, as part of the 
alliance’s participation in the NCDA’s Advocacy Institute Accelerator 
Programme (2017-2019). 

The report is structured around the five pillars of recommended 
alcohol control policies included in WHO-led initiative SAFER, and 
the analysis of alcohol control policies emphasises that the country 
is off-track in meeting the recommendations of the WHO’s Global 
Strategy on Harmful Use of Alcohol.

The report highlights the importance of policies and regulations 
focused on availability, advertising and taxes on alcohol products, 
measures which are ‘best buys’ for NCDs which were also reinforced 
as the most effective in reducing harmful use of alcohol in the 
2018 ‘Trouble Brewing’ report by Vital Strategies, NCDA, Movendi 
International and Global Alcohol Policy Alliance (GAPA).  

Healthy Caribbean 
Coalition (HCC) 
advocates for the needs 
of people living with 
NCDs in the Caribbean 
region

Caribbean

Read more

Read more

Mexico Salud-Hable 
Coalition- shadow 
report on alcohol

Mexico 

Access the full 
report in Spanish

The Executive Summary is 
available to read in
Spanish and English

https://ncdalliance.org/sites/default/files/MxSH_CS%20Report%20Alcohol%20Exec%20Summary%20SPA.pdf
https://ncdalliance.org/sites/default/files/MxSH_CS%20Report%20Alcohol%20Exec%20Summary%20ENG.pdf
https://www.healthycaribbean.org/hcc-open-letter-to-caricom-heads-of-state-and-government-about-ncds-and-covid-19/
https://www.healthycaribbean.org/strengthening-food-and-nutrition-security-in-the-caribbean-a-legacy-response-to-the-covid-19-pandemic/
https://saludjusta.mx/wp-content/uploads/Reporte-de-la-sociedad-civil-sobre-consumo-nocivo-de-alcohol-1.pdf
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INCDA has mobilised its resources and membership to respond to the 
COVID-19 outbreak in Iran. INCDA developed different evidence-
based materials, such as posters and educational clips to counter 
the spread of false information on the global pandemic and  raise 
awareness about the importance of complying with government’s 
guidelines on physical distancing and staying at home.

INCDA is also advocating for the particular needs of people living 
with NCDs by highlighting the increased constraints to accessing 
essential NCD care.

The Iranian Academy of Medical Sciences and INCDA have published 
a joint statement regarding observing Ramadan during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The Union mobilized 42 prominent Indonesian organisations – 
representing civil society, academic and professional organisations 
to call on the President to impose tobacco product restrictions 
in response to the pandemic.The letter highlighted the emerging 
evidence that smokers are more likely to be infected by COVID-19, 
and are more likely to experience a more severe or deadly form of 
the virus. The increased risk of  infection and fatal outcomes from 
Coronavirus for  people with pre-existing conditions such as non-
communicable diseases was also highlighted. 

The Iran NCD Alliance 
(INCDA) joined the 
Corona Combat 
Command Headquarter 
in Tehran, Iran 

Iran

Read more

Indonesian civil society 
calls for urgent action 
on tobacco control 
to reduce impact of 
COVID-19

Indonesia

Read more

Read more

https://ncdalliance.org/news-events/news/responding-to-the-covid-19-pandemic-in-iran
https://www.tobaccofreeunion.org/index.php/news-2/520-indonesian-civil-society-calls-for-urgent-action-on-tobacco-control-to-reduce-impact-of-covid-19
https://www.mangalorean.com/will-indonesia-mitigate-covid-19-by-enforcing-stronger-tobacco-control-and-ratifying-global-tobacco-treaty/
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3 Your Say  
Engage with Us

Help us promote  
the launch of the  
NCD Academy!

 18-22 May 2020

Link to NCD Academy

Access the first CVD 
& Stroke Prevention 
course already

Learn more about 
ACC’s Global 
Prevention program

Resources  
Protecting Populations, 
Preserving Futures: 
Optimising the health 
workforce to combat 
NCDs and achieve UHC

NCD Academy is a first-of-its kind partnership to equip primary 
care providers —including clinicians, nurses, and community health 
workers— with education available whenever, wherever, and at no 
cost on fundamental skills for the prevention and basic management 
of major NCDs. NCD Academy is led by the American College of 
Cardiology (ACC) in collaboration with global partners including 
the World Heart Federation (WHF), NCD Alliance (NCDA) and Pfizer 
Upjohn. 

NCD Academy will be launched from Monday 18 May, 10 am EST 
throughout the week with a first course in cardiovascular disease 
(CVD) and stroke prevention. With an integrated NCD approach, 
courses from other leading societies in clinical education will follow 
soon.

The NCD Academy courses will be primarily targeted for: general 
practitioners and nurses based at community clinics who act as 
the main source of care for patients seeking medical guidance and 
treatment in rural and remote areas; internists and nurses at hospitals 
who are tasked with assessing newly-admitted patients and providing 
non-critical care; and community health workers who support 
preventive efforts and early detection in underserved communities 
through health promotion and disease screening.Please note all this content 

and materials are  
EMBARGOED UNTIL 
MONDAY, 18 MAY  
at 10 am EST
We encourage NCDA supporters 
to access these materials already 
to get a sense of NCD Academy 
(download the App, register & test 
it!) and arrange any social media 
support you may want to provide 
or further dissemination with your 
network from 18 May, 10 am EST.

https://ncdalliance.org/ncd-academy
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.acc.ncdacademy
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/ncd-academy/id1501602635
https://www.acc.org/ncdacademy
https://ncdacademy.acc.org/Public/Catalog/Home.aspx?tab=2
https://www.acc.org//~/media/Non-Clinical/Files-PDFs-Excel-MS-Word-etc/2020/01/29/G20007-Global-Prevention-Report-PRINT.pdf
https://ncdalliance.org/resources/ProtectingPopulationsPreservingFutures-Report
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Actions you can take to help promote from Monday,  
18 May at 10 am EST

60 seconds 
Cut and paste the text below into your social media or CLICK HERE 
TO TWEET DIRECTLY.

If you are a frontline health worker check out the #NCDAcademy led 
by @AccinTouch @worldheartfed @ncdalliance @pfizer - providing 
free and online education with courses on prevention & basic 
management of noncommunicable diseases #NCDs  Find out more 
at ncdalliance.org/ncd-academy

5 minutes 
Create posters HERE for one or more organisational leaders by 
uploading a photo and personalised caption to remind about the 
importance and need for better and accessible education among 
healthcare professionals to acquire fundamental and updated skills 
for the prevention and basic management of major NCDs.

Got more time?  
Read and share 

“Protecting Populations, Preserving Futures: Optimising the health 
workforce to combat NCDs and achieve UHC” – report recently 
launched by NCDA with the support of Pfizer Upjohn aiming to 
understand approaches that empower the health workforce, including 
the need to facilitate access to training opportunities and seek 
innovative care models, such as leveraging multidisciplinary care 
teams and exploring digital health solutions.

Like what you read?  
Share a highlight through social media and tag with #NCDAcademy 
#NCDs.

For support with any of these suggestions, or for more information on NCD Academy, feel free to 
contact the ACC Program Manager, Bryson Childress (bchildress@acc.org) & NCDA Communications 
Director, Jimena Marquez (jmarquez@ncdalliance.org) 

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=If%20you%20are%20a%20frontline%20health%20worker%20check%20out%20the%20%23NCDAcademy%20led%20by%20%40AccinTouch%20%40worldheartfed%20%40ncdalliance%20%40pfizer%20-%20providing%20free%20and%20online%20education%20with%20courses%20on%20prevention%20%26%20basic%20management%20of%20noncommunicable%20diseases%20%23NCDs%F0%9F%91%A9%F0%9F%8F%BD%E2%80%8D%E2%9A%95%EF%B8%8FFind%20out%20more%20at%20ncdalliance.org/ncd-academy
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=If%20you%20are%20a%20frontline%20health%20worker%20check%20out%20the%20%23NCDAcademy%20led%20by%20%40AccinTouch%20%40worldheartfed%20%40ncdalliance%20%40pfizer%20-%20providing%20free%20and%20online%20education%20with%20courses%20on%20prevention%20%26%20basic%20management%20of%20noncommunicable%20diseases%20%23NCDs%F0%9F%91%A9%F0%9F%8F%BD%E2%80%8D%E2%9A%95%EF%B8%8FFind%20out%20more%20at%20ncdalliance.org/ncd-academy
http://ncdalliance.org/ncd-academy
https://www.world-heart-federation.org/ncd-academy
https://ncdalliance.org/resources/ProtectingPopulationsPreservingFutures-Report
https://ncdalliance.org/resources/ProtectingPopulationsPreservingFutures-Report
mailto:bchildress@acc.org
mailto:jmarquez@ncdalliance.org
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New webinar series: 
Special Update on 
COVID-19 & NCDs

NCDA has hosted some webinars to facilitate shared expertise and 
experience on the impact of the COVID19 pandemic on people 
living with NCDs and health systems:

Special Update on COVID-19 and Health Systems
Slides
Password: COVIDUpdate2

This NCD Alliance webinar focused on the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic on health systems and highlighted how essentials health 
services for NCDs have been affected for different population groups. 
Speakers included a representative of Our Views, Our Voices Advisory 
Committee; The George Institute in India & International Society of 
Nephrology; Direct Relief; American College of Cardiology; The Fred 
Hollows Foundation; and the Tanzania NCD Alliance.

Special Update on COVID-19 and PLWNCDs
Slides
Password: COVIDUpdate1

This NCD Alliance webinar focused on the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic on people living with NCDs (PLWNCDs). Speakers included 
a representative of PLWNCDs; The Union; the Healthy Caribbean 
Coalition; Alzheimer’s Disease International; Cancer Warriors 
Foundation-Philippines; the International Diabetes Federation; and the 
World Health Organization.   

More webinars within this series to follow in the next few months!  
Find more information, recordings and slides of all NCDA webinars at ‘My NCDA Hub’. 

https://ncdalliance.org/resources/ncda-network-webinar-special-update-on-covid-19-and-health-systems
https://ncdalliance.org/sites/default/files/NCD%20Alliance%20Webinar%20-%20Special%20Update%20on%20COVID-19%20and%20Health%20Systems_Final.pdf
https://ncdalliance.org/resources/ncda-network-webinar-special-update-on-covid-19-and-plwncds
https://ncdalliance.org/sites/default/files/NCDAlliance%20Webinar%20-%20Special%20Update%20on%20COVID-19_Final.pdf
https://ncdalliance.org/user
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The information collected will form part of a database that will be 
used to map industries’ responses to the COVID-19 pandemic across 
countries and across industries, develop publications and to inform 
policy debates in the coming months nationally and globally.

Help map unhealthy 
commodity industries’ 
responses to the 
COVID19 pandemic

Link to  
NCDA SPECTRUM 
MAPPING TOOL

Learn more

NCDA and the SPECTRUM research consortium have launched a tool 
to collect examples of activities undertaken or presented by unhealthy 
commodity industry businesses (where core products and activities 
are harmful to health – such as tobacco, alcohol, ultra-processed 
food and beverages, gambling, and fossil fuels) as a response to the 
COVID-19 crisis – including corporate social responsibility initiatives, 
philanthropy, new marketing campaigns, and engagement in policy 
debates - which members of the NCDA network around the world 
have been raising concerns about since the start of the pandemic 
response.

https://edinburgh.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_4I8kumN5KtO1A7H
https://ncdalliance.org/news-events/news/help-map-unhealthy-commodity-industries-responses-to-covid-19
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4 Partners Corner  
Supporters News 

Welcome and introduction of IDF representative 
on the NCDA board: Professor Stephen Colagiuri, 
IDF Vice President 

NCDA is delighted to re-engage with IDF as a founding member and 
to welcome Professor Stephen Colagiuri, IDF Vice President to the 
NCDA board as IDF’s representative. Professor Colagiuri comes to 
the NCDA board with many years of experience with the IDF, having 
served in various roles, as a board member, as chair of board sub-
committees and task forces, and as editor in chief of IDF’s journal. He 
also has good knowledge of NCDA as an organisation, having been 
involved with IDF when NCDA was being founded 10+ years ago 
and throughout the subsequent years. As a clinician, academic and 
researcher, Stephen will bring critical expertise and knowledge to the 
NCDA board.

International Diabetes 
Federation

NCDA announces new partnership with Takeda

NCDA is pleased to announce a new partnership with Takeda to 
improve access and availability of care for NCDs within the context of 
UHC, promoting the priorities and involvement of people living with 
more neglected and rarer NCDs.

By partnering together, NCDA and Takeda will seek to develop a 
better understanding of the needs and priorities of people living with 
these neglected NCDs in LMICs, to help shape effective policies, 
responsive health systems and access to quality care. In addition to 
facilitating a global dialogue on these issues, the partnership will 
build upon the NCD Alliance’s Our Views, Our Voices initiative, 
which seeks to promote the voices and meaningful involvement of 
people living with NCDs at all levels of the NCD response, from 
policy development, advocacy, healthcare design and delivery, and 
accountability.

Takeda

Link to announcement

https://ncdalliance.org/what-we-do/capacity-development/our-views-our-voices
https://ncdalliance.org/news-events/news/leaving-no-one-behind-new-partnership-to-promote-a-broader-ncd-agenda
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International Federation of Psoriasis Associations 
(IFPA) collecting data and supporting people 
living with psoriasis and psoriatic arthritis during 
COVID-19

IFPA is promoting multiple initiatives to support people living with 
psoriasis and psoriatic arthritis during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
IFPA joined PsoProtect (psoprotect.org) to support data collection 
on psoriasis and COVID-19, and will continuously update its 
communication channels with resources related to the outbreak for 
people living with psoriasis. 

IFPA is also happy to announce that the Global Psoriasis Atlas 
(globalpsoriasisatlas.org), the leading epidemiological resource on 
psoriasis, has just entered its next phase of expansion, and will include 
data on economic impact and burden of comorbidities in psoriasis as 
well as more epidemiological data.

Medtronic Foundation Commits an Additional 
$10M to Global COVID-19 Efforts

The Medtronic Foundation has committed an additional $10M in 
contributions to COVID-19 relief efforts across the globe to address:

• Training and supervising frontline health workers

•  Ensuring the safety and well-being of frontline health workers, 
including provision of personal protective equipment (PPE) and 
critical supplies

•  Supporting preparedness efforts for the health workforce, including 
surge capacity; caring for chronic, at-risk patients; and remote 
patient monitoring

•  Offering local community support of health, economic and food 
assistance for vulnerable populations

•  Providing flexible support to nonprofit partners working in 
underserved communities

International Federation 
of Psoriasis Associations

Related links and resources

psoprotect.org

globalpsoriasisatlas.org

 Medtronic Foundation

Link to announcement

http://psoprotect.org
http://globalpsoriasisatlas.org
http://psoprotect.org
http://globalpsoriasisatlas.org
https://psoprotect.org/
https://globalpsoriasisatlas.org/
http://newsroom.medtronic.com/news-releases/news-release-details/medtronic-foundation-commits-additional-10m-global-covid-19
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World Heart Federation - Chagas Disease: 
Breaking the Silence

The World Heart Federation (WHF), in partnership with the Inter-
American Society of Cardiology (IASC), has published a new 
Roadmap on Chagas disease, a Neglected Tropical Disease which can 
cause irreversible damage to the heart and other vital organs.

Although it occurs principally in Latin America, Chagas is being 
increasingly detected in the US, Canada, many countries in Europe 
and some countries in the Western Pacific. Only one in ten people 
with Chagas are diagnosed, and only a small percentage have access to 
treatment.

The WHF-IASC Roadmap on Chagas Disease is an essential guiding 
document for healthcare professionals, health authorities and 
governments.

World Heart Federation (WHF) launches “Use ♥ to 
Fight COVID-19” campaign  

WHF has launched a campaign to raise awareness of the increased 
risk of COVID-19 among people with cardiovascular disease, as well 
as the importance of remembering to take care of our hearts during 
these trying times.

The campaign, “Use ♥ to Fight COVID-19”, encourages people to 
eat healthy, exercise, and take precautions to protect themselves 
from COVID-19, among other recommendations. WHF has also 
developed an extensive Resource Hub on the link between CVD and 
COVID-19, as well as stories from people working in the front lines of 
the pandemic.

World Heart Federation 

Link to announcement

Link to Roadmap 

Link to video

World Heart Federation

Learn more

Image

https://www.world-heart-federation.org/cvd-roadmaps/chagas/
https://www.world-heart-federation.org/cvd-roadmaps/whf-launches-new-global-roadmap-to-eliminate-chagas-disease/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MJYp7FXdXDs&feature=youtu.be
https://www.world-heart-federation.org/covid-19-outbreak
https://ncdalliance.org/sites/default/files/webform/WHF_UseHeartToFightCovid19.jpg
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Union for International Cancer Control (UICC) joins 
COVID-19 and Cancer Task Force

UICC has joined a COVID-19 and Cancer Task Force to help assess 
the impact of COVID-19 on cancer outcomes and strengthen 
collaborations between infectious disease and cancer modellers.

The cancer community requires a better understanding of the 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic for future prevalence 
and mortality rates, the short- and long-term impact on the 
oncology workforce and, most importantly at the present time, what 
coronavirus means for patients with cancer. 

The global taskforce has three core priorities:

1.  To assess the impact of COVID-19 on cancer outcomes, with an 
emphasis on real-time analysis.

2.  To strengthen the collaboration between infectious disease and 
cancer modellers in the immediate and longer-term.

3.  To assess the national impact on frontline healthcare workers as the 
pandemic progresse

UICC members are invited to contribute directly or share the 
survey with colleagues, using the survey on SurveyMonkey (here). 
Contributions are highly appreciated and should be submitted before 
Friday 15 May 2020. 

Priority two will be addressed by a modelling consortium. Please see 
here the call for Expressions of Interest for researchers interested in 
joining the consortium.

 

World Obesity (WOF)’s COVID-19 response

WOF is closely monitoring the COVID-19 situation and the impact 
on people living with obesity. WOF has issued a number of statements 
related to our policy, science and education expertise, and led three 
webinars on the implications of the current situation on obesity. These 
webinars focused on obesity and COVID-19, a patient perspective on 
obesity and COVID-19 and the impact of COVID-19 on childhood 
obesity and had >5000 viewers from >100 countries. We continue 
to monitor the emerging evidence on the link between COVID-19 
severity and obesity, and how government responses to COVID-19 are 
adapting to reflect this. 

 

Union for International 
Cancer Control

Link to announcement

World Obesity

Suggested related links 
and resources

Webinar Series

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/R9DKL85
https://www.uicc.org/resources/call-expressions-interest-covid-19-and-cancer-taskforce-global-modelling-consortium
https://www.uicc.org/resources/call-expressions-interest-covid-19-and-cancer-taskforce-global-modelling-consortium
https://www.worldobesity.org/resources/resource-library/covid-19-obesity-resources
https://www.worldobesity.org/news/world-obesity-live-covid-19-and-obesity-webinar-series
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American Heart Association (AHA) develops new 
COVID-19 CVD Registry

To better understand the COVID-19 pandemic, the AHA has 
developed a new registry for hospitals and health systems caring for 
COVID-19 patients.

The AHA’s COVID-19 CVD Registry powered by Get With The 
Guidelines® (GWTG) builds on 20 years of successful hospital quality 
improvement efforts. The no-cost registry will help inform the larger 
medical community and the aggregated, de-identified data set will 
be available to researchers through the Association’s Institute for 
Precision Cardiovascular Medicine in coming months.

The registry will focus on real-time  data from acute care hospitals 
to better help clinicians and researchers understand and provide 
feedback to healthcare organizations on how to best treat COVID-19 
patients.

Resolve to Save Lives (RTSL) addresses impact of 
COVID19 on CVH

RTSL is promoting measures to protect NCD patients from exposure 
to COVID-19 whilst ensuring access to ongoing essential services for 
chronic disease care.

“Protecting Chronic Disease Patients During COVID-19” 
recommendations have been translated in 18 languages so far, and 
disseminated globally. A primary health center re-design guide for 
low-and-middle income settings recommends practical steps for 
screening and triaging of suspected COVID-19 cases outside of 
facilities so chronic disease patients may safely access medical and 
pharmacy services. RTSL has developed a guide to implementing 
telemedicine in countries and has programmed telemedicine features 
into the mobile Simple hypertension app.

American Heart 
Association World 
Obesity

News announcement

Newsroom 

Resolve to Save Lives

Related document: 
Protecting Chronic 
Disease Patients During 
COVID-19

https://www.heart.org/en/professional/quality-improvement/covid-19-cvd-registry
https://newsroom.heart.org/news/covid-19-has-unmasked-significant-health-disparities-in-the-u-s-essay-on-behalf-of-the-association-of-black-cardiologists-suggests-solutions
https://linkscommunity.org/news/novel-coronavirus-a-priority-for-the-ncd-community-too
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The George Institute joins the fight against 
COVID-19

The George Institute is mobilising staff across its offices to contribute 
to the COVID-19 response. The range of projects includes, in 
Australia, establishing a register for mass engagement in research; 
support for drug therapy trials; and work with indigenous 
communities around a culturally appropriate response.

In India, the team is conducting rapid evidence syntheses; using 
creative ways to spread awareness of COVID-19 in urban slums; and 
contributing to guidelines on dialysis services.

In China, researchers have been examining evidence on COVID-19 
and cardiac injury, while in the UK, they are analysing the sex and 
gender impacts of the pandemic.

Sustainable Supply Chain: Teva Drives Positive 
Impact in Response to COVID-19 Pandemic 

Teva has put measures in place to ensure supply continuity and 
sustainability, together with the safe transportation of our medicines 
and active pharmaceutical ingredients (API). Our supply chain 
remains largely uninterrupted and there is an adequate  inventory 
of products across our network. COVID-19 Community Support 
Teva has continuously worked since the early days of the pandemic 
to support the efforts of governments and health services to curb 
the impact of the virus. We have donated nearly 18 million units of 
hydroxychloroquine, 500,000 units of azithromycin, and over 22,000 
masks and gowns to more than 26 countries.

The George Institute

More information

Teva

Read more

https://www.georgeinstitute.org/covid-19
https://www.tevapharm.com/news-and-media/latest-news/teva-drives-positive-impact-in-response-to-covid-19-pandemic/
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Webinar Invitation: Vaccinating Adults with 
Chronic Conditions

CDC’s National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases 
(NCIRD) is hosting a webinar about vaccination of adults with 
chronic health conditions on May 28, 2020 at 3:00pm ET. 

It is especially important for adults with chronic health conditions to 
be up-to-date on recommended vaccinations, as they are at increased 
risk for complications from certain vaccine-preventable diseases.

Objectives: By the end of this webinar, participants will be able to:

•  Explain why vaccines are important for adults with chronic 
conditions.

•  Describe adult vaccination coverage rates and vaccines 
recommended for adults with chronic conditions.

•  Effectively communicate with adult patients about the importance 
of getting recommended vaccines to help manage their chronic 
condition.

•  Analyze office procedures to reduce missed opportunities to 
vaccinate.

The speakers are: 

1.  Tara Jatlaoui, MD, MPH’ Medical Officer, Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, National Center for Immunization and 
Respiratory Diseases

2.  Sarah Coles, MD, Family Physician and Assistant Professor, 
Department of Family, Community, and Preventive Medicine, 
University of Arizona School of Medicine

3.  Sandra Adamson Fryhofer, MD, MACP, FRCP, Internal Medicine 
Physician and Adjunct Associate Professor of Medicine at Emory 
University School of Medicine

National Center for 
Immunization and 
Respiratory Diseases

Register here

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/9194704875853551884?deliveryName=USCDC_2070-DM26871
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5 Coming Up  
Events for your Diary

UN High Level Political Forum (HLPF)

7-16 July 2020

Expected to be virtual
This year the HLPF will focus on some of the megatrends that were identified 
in the Political Declaration of the 2019 UNGA SDG Summit as relevant to 
sustainable development, and Member States will discuss how to accelerate 
progress in order to achieve the SDGs by 2030.

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf/2020

Global Week for Action on NCDs

7-13 September 2020 

Worldwide
The Global Week for Action on NCDs is recognised as a rallying moment 
for the NCD community. It is a week to stand together in solidarity, in any 
way we can, to highlight the importance of action on NCDs. In September 
2020 the Global Week for Action will focus on accountability, and we will 
encourage our network to look at this theme through different lenses 
including the emerging issues relating to the COVID-19 pandemic.

https://enoughncds.com/event/actonncdssept2020/

75th Session of the UN General Assembly (UNGA 75)

15-30 September 2020  

New York, USA
All 193 Member States of the Organization are represented in the General 
Assembly - one of the six main organs of the UN - to discuss and work 
together on a wide array of international issues covered by the Charter of the 
United Nations.

https://www.un.org/en/ga/

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf/2020
https://enoughncds.com/event/actonncdssept2020/
https://www.un.org/en/ga/
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16th World Congress on Public Health

12-17 October 2020 

Virtual
This year the World Congress will follow the theme Public Health for the 
Future of Humanity: Analysis, Advocacy, and Action to reflect the global 
public health community commitment to respond to the new circumstances, 
make visible the threats to health and challenge those with the power to 
make a difference.

https://wcph2020.com/index.php

51st Union World Conference On Lung Health

21-24 October 2020 

Virtual
The Union World Conference on Lung Health is the world’s largest gathering 
of clinicians and public health workers, health programme managers, 
policymakers, researchers and advocates working to end the suffering 
caused by lung disease, with a focus specifically on the challenges faced by 
low-and lower-middle income populations.

https://seville.worldlunghealth.org/

World Health Summit

25-27 October 2020  

Berlin, Germany
Every October, the World Health Summit draws international experts from 
academia, politics, the private sector, and civil society to Berlin. During the 
three-day summit, stakeholders and decision-makers from 100 countries 
and every field in healthcare work together to find solutions to global 
health challenges and set the agenda for a healthier future. The spread of 
COVID-19 this year shows how essential the improvement of global health 
is and how crucial the strengthening of international and interdisciplinary 
cooperation is.

https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/

https://wcph2020.com/index.php
https://seville.worldlunghealth.org/
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/
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6 Latest Publications  
Useful Readings and Resources

Recommended  
reading

ACC.20/WCC Goes Virtual

ACC and WHF’s free ACC.20/WCC Virtual experience, which 
replaced the in-person meeting in Chicago, kicked off on Saturday, 
28 March and attracted thousands of CVD professionals from around 
the world for three days of science and learning. All the sessions, 
including Late-Breaking Clinical Trials, Featured Clinical Research, 
Young Investigator Awards, and Keynotes, are now available on 
demand.

Suggested related links and resources

Global Heart journal goes Open Access

The toolkit provides background on the concept of accountability 
to the NCD civil society community, and resources to support civil 
society monitoring initiatives. 

Read more

https://virtual.acc.org/
https://globalheartjournal.com/
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State of the World’s Nursing Report - 2020  

World Health Organization 

The State of the world’s nursing 2020 report provides the latest, most 
up-to-date evidence on and policy options for the global nursing 
workforce. 

Link

Position paper on COVID-19 and dementia 

Alzheimer’s Disease International 

Guidance on the difficult decisions people with dementia, their 
families and carers are having to make about hospital admission and 
triage during COVID-19. 

Link

Investing in education,
jobs and leadership
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“We are living through unprecedented times, but one thing is clear: ADI’s natural constituency, 
people affected by dementia and their families, are amongst the hardest hit. We have a global 
network and it has been natural for our members to collaborate through this crisis, show 
solidarity and work together. But we have also learnt that there are hard truths that we all need 
to face. This is the spirit in which we have reengineered ADI to be at the forefront in providing, 
guidance, evidence-based information and cohesion through these difficult times. Our aim is to 
help you understand the impact on our community as events unfold and take better and more 
informed decisions. Stay safe.” - Paola Barbarino, Chief Executive of Alzheimer’s Disease 
International (ADI) 

COVID-19 and dementia: Difficult decisions about hospital admission 
and triage 
COVID-19 is a new viral infection that presents an unprecedented problem for everyone, 
including people with dementia and their families and carers1  worldwide. Although the scale 
and impact of COVID-19 varies from country to country, at an individual level, people affected 
by dementia and their families and carers are having to cope with rapidly changing information 
and guidance at a time when they have been asked to isolate from their regular support 
systems in the wider community.  

 
1 Throughout this paper, the word ‘carers’ also refers to caregivers and care partners. 

Expanding access to essential, quality services for cancer 
patients as part of Universal Health Coverage 

Union for International Cancer Control (UICC) 

This paper discusses the UICC World Cancer Leaders’ Summit 
on Cancer and Universal Health Coverage highlighting three 
themes that are drivers for stronger action for the prevention and 
management of cancer within UHC plans.  

Link

com
m
entaries

Expanding Access to Essential Quality Services
for Cancer Patients as Part of Universal Health
Coverage: Reflections From the World Cancer
Leaders’ Summit
Sonali Elizabeth Johnson, PhD1; Rowena Tasker, MSc1; Dina Mired, MS1; Anil D’Cruz, MS, DNB1; and Cary Adams, MBA1

INTRODUCTION

In October 2019, more than 300 participants from 80
countries came together for the World Cancer Leaders’
Summit, the theme of which was Cancer and Universal
Health Coverage. The summit was cohosted by the
Union for International Cancer Control, WHO, the In-
ternational Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC),
and the International Atomic Energy Agency. Attendees
included policy makers and representatives from in-
ternational agencies, non-governmental organizations,
academia, hospitals, and industry. This was the eleventh
in a series of summits that began in 2008.

Universal health coverage (UHC) has often been de-
scribed as a political choice, including by the Director
General of WHO, Tedros Ghebreyesus, PhD.1

Consensus around the need for UHC resulted in the
first United Nations High-Level Meeting in New York in
September 2019. The meeting saw the adoption of the
Political Declaration of 2019, “Universal Health Cov-
erage: Moving Together to Build a Healthier World,”
which sets out a high-level framework for the devel-
opment and implementation of national UHC plans.
The World Cancer Leaders’ Summit on Cancer and
UHC came less than a month after this landmark
meeting. The Summit was a timely opportunity to
discuss how the cancer community can ensure that
cancer interventions are included in UHC benefits
packages as they are rolled out in low- and middle-
income countries (LMICs) and how quality cancer
care can be sustained in high-income countries
against the backdrop of rising health care costs.

The summit was focused on the overarching political
economy of UHC and the opportunities for cancer
advocacy. The question was asked: How do we ex-
pand access to essential, quality services for cancer
patients worldwide as part of the global drive to achieve
UHC? The discussions looked at ways to leverage
national health policy to strengthen care for patients
with cancer and noncommunicable diseases (NCDs)
more broadly, focusing on the national structures
needed to reframe health care governance and
planning. We discuss three themes that emerged as

key drivers for stronger action for controlling cancer
within UHC:

1. Increasing levels of health financing
2. Building strong health systems
3. Improving health equity.

Increasing Levels of Health Financing

Around 170 million healthy life-years are lost because
of disability and death from cancer,2 with an estimated
annual cost of approximately US$1.2 trillion which
increases to US$2.5 trillion when factoring in the
additional costs of untreated pain and suffering.3 Con-
sequently, the need to ensure adequate and sustain-
able financing for cancer control is essential to
achieving UHC. Recent studies demonstrate that
current financing for cancer is insufficient, and this
places significant health and economic costs on
patients and their families who pay out-of-pocket for
cancer treatment and care.4

Given that protection from financial catastrophe is one
of the three central tenets of UHC, implementing UHC
programs nationally will require far greater engage-
ment fromMinistries of Finance and other government
sectors than has previously been seen in health policy.
Although the need for a whole-of-government re-
sponse to health has long been called for within global
health dialogues, efforts to achieve UHC emphasize
both health and financial outcomes as metrics of
success. It is therefore encouraging that governments
are beginning to evaluate the impact of current health
financing mechanisms on patients’ ability to access
health services and on levels of out-of-pocket health
spending.

In Kazakhstan, a national commitment by the presi-
dent to deliver UHC helped stimulate a new collabo-
ration between theMinistry of Finance and theMinistry
of Health. The starting point was a comprehensive
national review of financing for health, which found
that national investment stood at 3.6% of gross do-
mestic product, whereas out-of-pocket spending was
at 38%.5 In response, the Ministries are working to-
gether to establish a mandatory social insurance fund

Author affiliations
and support
information (if
applicable) appear at
the end of this
article.
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Multilingual guidance on COVID-19 for the NCD 
Community  

Resolve to Save Lives 

Guidance for both health care providers and chronic disease patients 
to help minimize exposure to coronavirus while ensuring continuity 
of care. 

Link

Redefining vulnerability in the era of COVID-19

The Lancet

This editorial examines the issue and definition of vulnerability in the 
political response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Link

The Lancet Public Health issue on COVID-19

The Lancet

Link

Editorial

www.thelancet.com   Vol 395   April 4, 2020 1089

For the UN Food and 
Agriculture Organization 
warning see http://www.fao.
org/americas/noticias/ver/
en/c/1266855/

For the letter on inequalities in 
the school closures see 
Correspondence 
Lancet Glob Health 2020; 
published online March 26. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/ 
S2214-109X(20)30116-9.

For the UN report on the 
impacts of Ebola see 
https://www.uneca.org/sites/
default/files/PublicationFiles/
eca_ebola_report_final_eng_0.
pdf

For the Human Rights Watch 
report on the lockdown in India 
see https://www.hrw.org/
news/2020/03/27/india-covid-
19-lockdown-puts-poor-risk

Redefining vulnerability in the era of COVID-19
What does it mean to be vulnerable? Vulnerable groups 
of people are those that are disproportionally exposed 
to risk, but who is included in these groups can change 
dynamically. A person not considered vulnerable at the 
outset of a pandemic can become vulnerable depending 
on the policy response. The risks of sudden loss of 
income or access to social support have consequences 
that are difficult to estimate and constitute a challenge 
in identifying all those who might become vulnerable. 
Certainly, amid the COVID-19 pandemic, vulnerable 
groups are not only elderly people, those with ill health 
and comorbidities, or homeless or underhoused people, 
but also people from a gradient of socioeconomic groups 
that might struggle to cope financially, mentally, or 
physically with the crisis.

The strategies most recommended to control the 
spread of COVID-19—social distancing and frequent 
handwashing—are not easy for the millions of people 
who live in highly dense communities with precarious 
or insecure housing, and poor sanitation and access to 
clean water. Often people living in these settings also 
have malnutrition, non-communicable diseases, and 
infectious diseases such as HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis. 
In South Africa, 15 million people live in townships 
where the incidence of HIV is around 25%. These 
immunocompromised populations are at greater risk to 
Covid-19. Another concern in African countries is that 
the response to COVID-19 will come at the expense of 
treating other diseases. For example, in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, the response to Ebola resulted in 
the resurgence of measles.

The effect of the policy response on children in 
the fight against COVID-19 is also a concern. On 
March 23, UNICEF reported that in Latin America 
and the Caribbean over 154 million children are 
temporarily out of school because of COVID-19. The 
impact of this policy is more far-reaching than just 
the loss of education—in this region, school food 
programmes benefit 85 million children, and the 
UN Food and Agriculture Organization assessed that 
these programmes constitute one of the most reliable 
daily sources of food for around 10 million children. 
Questioning whether appropriate evidence exists 
to support the reduction of transmission through 
school closures, Richard Armitage and Laura Nellums 

considered the long-term risks of deepening social, 
economic, and health inequities for children in a letter 
published in The Lancet Global Health. A 2015 UN report 
analysing the socioeconomic effects of Ebola in Africa 
also highlighted the increased risks of pregnancy in 
young girls, school dropout, and child abuse.

The most vulnerable children are part of families in 
which parents have informal jobs and are not able to work 
from home. This predicament is particularly concerning 
in countries like India, where over 80% of its workforce is 
employed in the informal sector and a third of people work 
as casual labourers. In socioeconomically fragile settings, 
a lockdown policy can exacerbate health inequalities 
and the consequences need careful consideration to 
avoid reinforcing the vicious cycle between poverty 
and ill health. Human Rights Watch has reported that 
the lockdown in India has disproportionately affected 
marginalised communities because of the loss of 
livelihood and lack of food, shelter, health, and other 
basic necessities. Under this unprecedented challenge, 
governments must be mindful that strategies to 
address the pandemic should not further marginalise or 
stigmatise affected communities.

Vulnerable groups and health inequalities are also 
evident in developed countries. The USA is a stark 
reminder of the divide that exists in countries without 
a universal health-care system. For people who do 
not have private medical insurance, this pandemic 
might see them face the choice of devastating financial 
hardship or poor health outcomes, or both. During the 
2009 H1N1 influenza pandemic in the USA, individuals 
with poorer health outcomes were those in the lowest 
socioeconomic groups. This same group of vulnerable 
people have now been caught in the middle of a 
major health emergency as a result of long-standing 
differences in affluence.

While responding to COVID-19, policy makers should 
consider the risk of deepening health inequalities. 
If vulnerable groups are not properly identified, the 
consequences of this pandemic will be even more devas-
tating. Although WHO guidance should be followed, 
a one-size-fits-all model will not be appropriate. Each 
country must continually assess which members of 
society are vulnerable to fairly support those at the 
highest risk.  
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Opportunity to subscribe - WHO Newsflash on NCDs 
(Weekly newsletter)

WHO has published the first issue of its weekly newsletter created to 
provide the global NCD community with regular updates on WHO’s 
work on NCDs. Subscribe to the newsletter by completing the 
following form here. 

Subscribe to our newsletters, newsflashes and updates

https://who.us18.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=8aca0e467b6a3cd4dedb2f680&id=97229a6b9b
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