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1 Need to Know 
Global Updates on NCDs

The 144th session of the WHO EB sought agreement on a wide range 
of issues to set the agenda for this year’s WHA72 in May. Many NCDA 
priorities were well reflected in the discussions. Here is our pick of the 
most relevant discussions for NCDs.

Follow-up on the UN HLM on prevention and control of NCDs

A decision was adopted to extend the period of the current WHO 
Global Action Plans on NCDs and Mental Health from 2020 to 
2030 to align them with the SDG 2030 agenda and proposed to the 
WHA72 for adoption in May. In addition to including updates to the 
appendices of both action plans and a menu of policy interventions, 
the decision calls upon the WHO to provide technical support on 
integrating NCDs and mental health into primary care services. 
It asks for a report to the WHA in 2021 on positive examples of 
multisectoral action to tackle NCDs and on best practices to tackle all 
forms of childhood malnutrition. Representatives from Italy and the 
USA objected to an annex to the WHO report presenting a summary 
of evidence following the implementation of taxes on sugar-sweetened 
beverages in Mexico, Chile and some US states and cities. The need 
for innovative funding mechanisms, such as a multi-donor trust fund, 
was highlighted by several MS.

Decision on cervical cancer elimination strategy

The EB has asked the DG to draft a global strategy to accelerate 
cervical cancer elimination for the 2020-2030 period, for 
consideration at the WHA73 in 2020. The EB notes the urgent need 
for action to scale up the implementation of proven, cost-effective 
measures including HPV vaccination, pre-cancer screening and 
treatment, early detection, prompt treatment and palliative care, 
noting the need to develop strategies to mobilise resources.

Health, environment and climate change

The recognition at the NCD HLM of air pollution as a major NCD 
risk factor and the conclusions of the WHO’s First Global Conference 
on Air Pollution in October 2018 have fed into a draft WHO global 
strategy on health, environment and climate change and a draft 
action plan on small island developing states in view of vulnerability 
to climate change and its health impacts. The drafts were widely 
welcomed but concerns over the WHO’s remit were voiced by the 
USA and Brazil.

Packed WHO Executive 
Board sets next steps 
on NCDs and looks 
ahead to HLM on UHC 
24 January - 1 February 2019

Link to  
NCDA news story with 
additional resources 

Link to  
WHO Decision on NCDs

Link to  
WHO Decision on 
Cervical cancer 

Link to  
Draft WHO global 
strategy on health, 
environment and climate 
change 

Link to  
Draft WHO roadmap 
on access to medicines, 
vaccines and health 
products 

Link to  
Report by the Director 
General on Cancer 
medicines 

Link to  
Draft resolution 
on universal health 
coverage 

https://ncdalliance.org/news-events/news/packed-who-executive-board-meeting-sets-next-steps-on-ncds-looks-ahead-to-uhc-hlm
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB144/B144(1)-en.pdf
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB144/B144(2)-en.pdf
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB144/B144_15-en.pdf
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB144/B144_17-en.pdf
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB144/B144_18-en.pdf
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB144/B144_CONF5Rev1-en.pdf
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Access to medicines and vaccines, WHO report on cancer 
medicines

The WHO presented a draft roadmap on access to medicines, vaccines 
and other health products for 2019-2023 to address various barriers to 
access, including lack of regulatory and health system capacity, weak 
supply chains, shortages and affordability. The draft is expected to be 
updated on the basis of the many comments and questions raised.

A second report requested by the Cancer Resolution adopted at the 
WHA in 2017 recommended various policy options for consideration 
at national and regional levels to improve the accessibility and 
affordability of cancer medicines. While the report was welcomed by 
many MS, objections were also raised regarding the methodology and 
some of the recommendations. It will be further considered at the 
WHA72 in May.

Preparation for UN HLM on Universal Health Coverage, 
September 2019

After intensive closed-door negotiations between MS, agreement 
was reached on the final day of the EB meeting on a draft resolution 
preparing this year’s UN HLM on UHC. The negotiations over the 
resolution, to be adopted at the WHA in May, offer a glimpse of likely 
sticking points for the political declaration on UHC.

Notably, the USA disassociated from a paragraph on sexual and 
reproductive health. Compromise wording was reached mentioning 
the use of TRIPS flexibilities, recalling the agreed language from the 
NCD HLM political declaration. The text includes a specific call to 
development cooperation partners to enhance their support to help 
countries achieve UHC and the health SDG more broadly.

Prince Mahidol Award 
Conference

Link to  
The Global Syndemic of 
Obesity, Undernutrition 
and Climate Change

Link to  
PMAC Statement 

Link to  
PMAC Summary Slides

The 2019 Prince Mahidol Award Conference took place in Bangkok 
from 29 January to 3 February. Limited participation by the 
representatives of unhealthy commodity industries coupled with 
strong calls by more ‘activist’ members of NCD civil society and 
academia contributed to productive in-depth conversations on how 
the negative influence of such industries could be better prevented 
and closely regulated. There was a particular focus on monitoring 
the alcohol industry, including dedicated discussions on the need for 
a framework convention on alcohol control. Another highlight was 
the launch of the report of the Lancet Commission on The Global 
Syndemic of Obesity, Undernutrition and Climate Change which 
examines obesity in a much wider context of common underlying 
societal and political drivers for malnutrition in all its forms and its 
interlinkages with climate change. 

https://www.thelancet.com/commissions/global-syndemic
http://pmac2019.com/uploads/post/PDF/pdf_post_1288791255a54.pdf
http://pmac2019.com/uploads/post/PDF/pdf_post_cac5ff4000111.pdf
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To promote the elimination of industrially produced trans-fatty 
acids (TFAs) from the food supply, the NCD Alliance and its partner 
Resolve to Save Lives hosted a roundtable on 28 January 2019 in 
Geneva. Dr Francesco Branca, Director of the WHO’s Department 
of Nutrition, presented the WHO’s REPLACE package, developed 
to support countries in eliminating TFAs from the food supply by 
2023. Experts then made presentations on the TFA elimination 
policies of Argentina, Canada and Denmark, discussed the role of 
academia and civil society and highlighted some of the challenges 
faced by governments interested in implementing TFA regulations 
and potential solutions. It was highlighted that while TFA reduction 
is valuable in all countries, small and medium-sized producers of 
oil, fat and food often lack the capacity and know-how to replace 
TFAs. TFA elimination policies should take this into account, for 
example, by providing for sufficiently long transition periods and 
technical support. Implementation and enforcement, as well as 
trade and investment considerations, need to be taken into account 
when drafting TFA policies, and the policy process needs to be well 
documented. This ensures that the implementation of a TFA ban 
or limit will minimise challenges. Countries lacking the capacity to 
monitor the implementation of policies could come together to create 
regional laboratories to support their efforts.

While the 2018 UN HLM on NCDs was an important step towards the 
achievement of the global targets for NCDs, the 2019 HLM on UHC 
represents the next logical and concrete step towards the practical 
realisation of the aspirations of the billions of people who are suffering 
or at risk of NCDs with a solution that works for all. To mark UHC 
Day 2018, the NCD Alliance has revised and re-released its briefing 
paper emphasising the mutually reinforcing agenda of NCDs and 
UHC. This updated version reflects the developments in both the 
NCD response and the UHC agenda since the adoption of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development and the SDGs. In particular, 
the brief makes the case for including NCDs in national UHC benefit 
packages in order to fully achieve the 2030 Agenda target of healthy 
lives and wellbeing for all at all ages, and highlights how UHC can 
strengthen the NCD response by providing health services, increasing 
the capacity of health systems to respond to NCDs, covering 
populations, addressing inequalities in the NCD burden, covering 
costs and alleviating the economic burden of NCDs.

NCDA and Resolve to 
Save Lives convened a 
roundtable to discuss 
what works to eliminate 
trans-fatty acids from 
the food supply 

Ensuring healthy lives 
for all: NCDs and UHC

Link to the  
Ensuring healthy lives 
for all: NCDs and UHC

https://ncdalliance.org/resources/ensuring-healthy-lives-for-all-ncds-and-uhc
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Accountability is a cyclical process of monitoring, review and action 
to assess progress, document success, identify problems that need to 
be rectified and take prompt action as and where needed, according 
to the Accountability Framework of the UN Secretary General’s 
Global Strategy for Women’s and Children’s Health. It is an ideal fit 
for civil society to ensure governments are translating their grand 
commitments into grand actions. Jess Beagley explains why she 
thinks the New Year’s resolution we all need to adhere to for 2019 is 
embracing accountability, and she shares some handy and recent tools 
to help you along the way to make good on your own commitment to 
do more for NCDs this post-HLM3 year.

Building on the success of and enthusiasm for 
the first Global Week for Action on NCDs held 
in the lead-up to the third HLM on NCDs in 
2018, the NCDA is pleased to announce the 
dates for the second Global Week for Action on 
NCDs. Under the unifying ENOUGH. campaign 
banner, the theme of the week will be Ensuring 
Healthy Lives for All: NCDs and Universal Health 
Coverage. Last year, members and supporters 
organised walks, meetings, friendly sport matches, 
health check clinics and media campaigns. The 
opportunities are endless. Further information on 
opportunities to engage will be forthcoming, but 
in the meantime we invite you to share your plans 
with us as they evolve. 

At the invitation of Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO DG, 
the WHO-Civil Society Task Team was established in January 2018. 
Composed of 21 members from 17 countries representing a range 
of sectors, geographic regions, functions and levels of engagement, 
its goal was to build a set of recommendations for enhancing 
collaboration between the WHO and CSOs to help achieve the Triple 
Billion goals outlined in the WHO’s 13th General Programme of 
Work. The report, released on 7 December 2018, is the result of a six-
month consultative process. It lays out a set of recommendations for 
the WHO, CSOs and Member States to strengthen engagement at all 
levels and improve health outcomes worldwide. 

Bolstering 
accountability must 
be our New Year’s 
resolution, a blog by 
Jessica Beagley

Link to  
Accountability 
Framework 

Link to 
NCDA news story on 
bolstering accountability

Save the date: second Global Week 
for Action, 2-8 September 2019

Together for the Triple 
Billion

Link to  
Together for the Triple 
Billion

Link

https://civilsociety4health.org/app/uploads/2018/12/WHO-cso-report.pdf
http://www.everywomaneverychild.org/global-strategy/unified-accountability-framework/
https://ncdalliance.org/news-events/blog/bolstering-accountability-must-be-our-new-year%E2%80%99s-resolution-for-2019-9-tools-to-help
https://ncdalliance.org/news-events/event/2nd-global-week-for-action-on-ncds
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2 On the Ground  
Country Updates

In March 2018, the NCD Alliance partnered with the NCD Alliance of 
Kenya under the aegis of a broader partnership with Access Accelerated 
to advance the Our Views, Our Voices initiative in Kenya by seeking to 
meaningfully involve people living with NCDs in the NCD response 
and channel the power of the lived experience into effective action 
against NCDs.

The Advocacy Agenda of People Living with NCDs in Kenya is the 
result of a two-day consultative process involving the voices of 52 
people living with NCDs, representing diverse conditions, along with 
over 50 different stakeholders engaged in the NCD response in Kenya.

The Mozambican NCD Alliance was launched on 30 November 
2018 in the capital, Maputo, with the participation of the Minister 
of Health, Dr Nazira Abdula, and other high-level representatives 
from the WHO country office, government and academia, along with 
health professionals and civil society representatives. According to 
Dr Neusa Jessen, of the Mozambican Heart Association, the burden 
of NCDs persuaded the founding members to come together to form 
the new alliance so as to leverage existing expertise and strengthen 
collective action to address the main NCD risk factors. The NCD 
Alliance has supported the newly launched national alliance by way 
of capacity-building and a grant from the Seed Programme within the 
NCDA’s Advocacy Institute. The new alliance is also supported by the 
Global Alliance for Respiratory Diseases.

Release of the 
Advocacy Agenda of 
People Living with 
NCDs in Kenya

KENYA

Link to  
NCDA news story

The Mozambique NCD 
Alliance has been 
launched

MOZAMBIQUE

Link to  
NCDA news story

https://ncdalliance.org/resources/the-advocacy-agenda-of-people-living-with-ncds-in-kenya?goal=0_1750ef6b4b-472b66f762-64460045
https://ncdalliance.org/news-events/news/mozambique%E2%80%99s-ncd-alliance-launched?goal=0_1750ef6b4b-83f0c4481d-64396005
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New research published by the National Institute of Public Health in 
Mexico and the University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill again 
demonstrates the benefits of the $1 peso per litre (10%) tax on SSBs, 
which has been in force since January 2014 and has become a world 
example. The results of this article have been highly disseminated by 
the Mexico Salud-Hable Coalition, as they show that purchases of 
SSBs decreased by an average of 11.8% between 2014 and 2016. The 
greatest decrease could be seen in low-income households, which 
are those with the highest purchasing rates, with an average of 17%. 
The greatest reduction among those with the highest SSB purchasing 
rates is particularly relevant, as they are most at risk when it comes to 
obesity and NCDs. 

On his first day as Brazil’s new president, Jair Bolsonaro approved a 
decree declaring the dissolution of the Brazilian Council for Food 
Security and Nutrition (CONSEA), which resulted in an outcry 
from civil society organisations, as the CONSEA had become an 
international benchmark for democratic bodies enhancing the 
participation of civil society in national nutrition policies. In response 
to this decision, a group of organisations, including ACT+, the 
Brazilian NCD Alliance, promoted on online petition asking the 
government to bring back the CONSEA. More than 30,000 people 
signed the petition, which was delivered to the Chamber of Deputies, 
Senate and Ministry of Citizenship, aiming to reverse the president’s 
decision.

New research on the 
excise tax on SSBs in 
Mexico shows positive 
results

MEXICO

Link to  
Research Paper

Brazilian Council for 
Food Security and 
Nutrition 

BRAZIL

Link

https://www.insp.mx/avisos/4855-respuesta-impuesto-azucaradas.html
https://twitter.com/AliancaAlimenta/status/1090325403061940225
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3 Your Say  
Engage with Us

Access to recording 
and slides of the NCDA 
December webinars

RESOURCES

Slides and resources This webinar, Healthcare for people, not siloes for diseases: exploring relevant 
solutions to shape a future of integrated care for NCDs at country level, explored 
and highlighted the challenges of implementing integrated healthcare in low- and 
middle-income countries (LMICs) and discussed how these can be overcome.

This webinar, Healthy workplaces: tackling NCDs in workplace settings in low- 
and middle-income countries, developed in collaboration between the Novartis 
Foundation and the NCD Alliance, provided an overview of the potential for 
workplaces to contribute to the NCD response in low-resource settings.

The slides and recording from the NCDA’s latest 2018 webinar held in December 
are now available online. The webinar included a review of the year, an update on 
NCD risk factors, the WHO Air Quality Conference and COP24 and updates on 
NCDA membership, among other issues.

Healthcare for people, not siloes for diseases: exploring 
relevant solutions to shape a future of integrated care for 
NCDs at country level

Healthy workplaces: tackling NCDs in workplace settings in 
low- and middle-income countries

NCD Alliance webinar, December 2018

Slides and resources

Slides and resources

Find recordings and slides of more NCDA webinars 
at ‘My NCDA Hub’

https://ncdalliance.org/resources/healthcare-for-people-not-siloes-for-disease-webinar
https://ncdalliance.org/resources/healthy-workplaces-tackling-ncds-in-workplace-settings-in-low-and-middle-income-countries
https://ncdalliance.org/resources/ncd-alliance-webinar-12-december-2018
https://ncdalliance.org/user
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NCD Café at 
AMREF Africa 
Health International 
Conference 2019

NCD Café complete 
program 

UPCOMING NCD CAFÉ

Wednesday 6 March 2019

10:00-10:45 SESSION 1 
Bridging the resource gap for NCDs in Africa: lessons learnt in unlocking financing to 
achieve UHC

12:15-13:30 SESSION 2 
Putting people first: integrating lived experiences to accelerate health system 
strengthening for NCDs

Thursday 7 March 2019

12:15-13:30 SESSION 3  
Empowering the health workforce for NCDs: maximising multisectoral partnerships to 
tackle the greatest global health challenge of our time

Join us at lunchtime on 6 and 7 March at the exhibition hall of the 
Amref Africa Health International Conference 2019 for these informal 
and interactive discussions on NCDs, multisectoral action and 
UHC! This NCD Café will provide an opportunity to discuss current 
challenges in the global health arena and other NCD and UHC topics 
in an open and engaging environment, with interactive sessions 
dedicated to open discussion between participants and speakers from 
all backgrounds, regions and sectors.

https://ncdalliance.org/sites/default/files/NCD_Alliance_NCD_Cafe_AHAIC_2019b.pdf
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Leadership sessions: 
send us your 
suggestions!

NCDA Alliance  
Contact Address
partnerships@ncdalliance.org

NCDA Meet The Leaders leadership sessions aim to provide 
supporters with unique opportunities to engage with global leaders 
in order to gain insight and explore relevant approaches to overcome 
barriers to progress and, where appropriate, collaborate for a common 
purpose. We are open to suggestions from our partners for our next 
leadership session, which will take place on Sunday 19 May. Let us 
know who you would like to hear from!

mailto:partnerships%40ncdalliance.org?subject=
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4 Partners Corner  
Supporters News 

World Cancer Day takes place every year on 4 February and is the 
uniting global initiative under which the world comes together to 
raise the profile of cancer in a positive and inspiring way. Spearheaded 
by the Union for International Cancer Control (UICC), the day aims 
to save millions of preventable deaths each year by raising awareness 
and improving education about the disease, alongside calling on 
governments and individuals across the world to take action. 2019 
saw the exciting start of the ‘I Am and I Will’ three-year campaign 
that will run through to 2021. The new theme is an empowering call 
for personal commitment and spotlights the power of our actions to 
reduce the growing impact of cancer. This new theme and campaign 
was embraced by supporters everywhere with thousands of messages 
of personal commitment shared on social media, hundreds of 
activities taking place all around the world, and tens of thousands 
of press articles spotlighting some of most critical issues in cancer. 
Thank you to the global NCD community for joining with us as we 
continue to lift awareness, increase education and push for continued 
action. 

World Obesity has published a number of resources and reports 
which are aligned with our global health advocacy work. These 
include the Lancet Commission on Obesity report, which focuses on 
the Global Syndemic of Obesity, Undernutrition and Climate Change 
and the triple duty policies needed to address these; a set of policy 
dossiers and briefings on key policy areas, including digital food 
marketing and SSB taxes; and a set of scorecards on health systems 
and obesity to coincide with UHC Day. These serve as the building 
blocks for 2019 advocacy plans. World Obesity’s work to address 
childhood obesity also includes a new training curriculum for health 
professionals to be launched in India in October, a full report on the 
status of ECHO implementation with the WHO, and consultation 
with key stakeholders in March in London. 

UICC

World Cancer Day 
2019: I Am and I Will

 4 February 

Link to  
UICC World Cancer Day

World Obesity 
Federation

The Global Syndemic of 
Obesity, Undernutrition 
and Climate Change

 2019 

Link to  
Lancet Commission on 
Obesity

Link to  
WOF Policy dossiers

Link to  
Scorecards

https://www.uicc.org/around-world-world-cancer-day
https://www.thelancet.com/commissions/global-syndemic
https://www.worldobesity.org/resources/policy-dossiers/pd-1
https://www.worldobesitydata.org/obesity-health-systems/
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The Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and Child Health (PMNCH) 
brought together partners to support the development of 12 country 
case studies. The American Heart Association’s Voices for Healthy 
Kids initiative was selected as one of 12 country case studies that 
showcase the advances being made in working across sectors to 
improve the health and wellbeing of children and adolescents. 
The Voices for Healthy Kids initiative models a multisectoral and 
multi-stakeholder initiative addressing the health and wellbeing of 
all children and adolescents in the USA. A focus on equity in the 
initiative’s processes, strategies and activities has strengthened the 
collaboration and begun to remedy existing health disadvantages 
among target populations. Community involvement and an ongoing 
commitment to regularly bring stakeholders together to engage and 
collect feedback is helping inform the continuous improvement of the 
initiative.  

Please join over 150 organisations and agencies already committed 
not to support the tobacco industry’s global agenda. The Quit Big 
Tobacco campaign launched last year by Vital Strategies highlights 
the role of marketing in the tobacco epidemic. We think advertising 
agencies and PR firms have to make a choice: aid the tobacco 
epidemic with their work or fight against it by denying Big Tobacco 
their talent and expertise. As a health organisation, you can add your 
voice by taking the pledge and making a statement that you will not 
work with advertising or PR partners with tobacco clients.

In collaboration with Resolve to Save Lives and Vital Strategies, the 
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) ran a trans fat 
elimination public service announcement (PSA) campaign during the 
month of December. The goal of the campaign is to raise awareness of 
trans fat in food and further secure India’s commitment to eliminate 
it. The PSA ran on digital streaming channels, social media, radio and 
billboards in India for 30 days and reached millions of people. An 
evaluation of the impact of the advertisement on knowledge, attitudes 
and behaviours is ongoing.

American Heart 
Association

A multisectoral 
collaboration to 
accelerate policy 
change, promoting 
healthy weight for 
all children and 
adolescents in the USA

Link to  
Country case studies

Vital Strategies

Advertising agencies 
and PR firms are a 
crucial aid to the 
tobacco industry. They 
don’t have to be.

Link to  
Vital Strategies pledge

Resolve to Save Lives

Trans Fat Heart Rewind: 
India’s commitment to 
eliminate trans fat

Link to  
FSSAI public service 
announcement

https://www.bmj.com/content/363/bmj.k4763.full
http://quitbigtobacco.org/pledge/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=A_Ku9npMfoE&feature=youtu.be
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The World Heart Federation’s fourth Global Summit on Circulatory 
Health, under the theme of Access to innovative care, medicines and 
technologies, will take place in Paris in August, followed by the World 
Congress of Cardiology, which this year will be held in partnership with 
the European Society of Cardiology. The congress will once again feature 
the Meet & Share Forum, a unique opportunity for foundation and 
association representatives from around the world to come together and 
share ideas regarding communications, advocacy, fundraising, patient 
involvement and more in an open and interactive environment.

In late January, NCD Child and the Royal Health Awareness Society, 
in collaboration with the International Association of Adolescent 
Health, International Pediatric Association and American Academy 
of Pediatrics, alongside experts from the WHO/EMRO and EMR 
NCD Alliance, hosted the Advocating for adolescent health and NCDs 
Eastern Mediterranean regional workshop in Amman, Jordan. The 
gathering brought together more than 50 participants (including 
clinicians, youth advocates and CSOs) from 12 priority countries to 
promote collaboration across sectors while building capacity to address 
adolescent health and NCDs. As with previous regional workshops, the 
event was made possible by the generous support of the AstraZeneca 
Young Health Programme.

World Heart Federation 

Let’s talk about heart in 
Paris

NCD Child 

A successful workshop 
to address adolescent 
health and NCDs

The IFPA and the International Alliance of Dermatology Patient 
Organizations (IADPO) will host a reception in connection with 
the American Academy of Dermatology (AAD) annual meeting in 
Washington, DC on 2 March. The reception, entitled Skin matters, 
is a networking opportunity for patients, physicians, researchers and 
industry representatives, aiming at bringing different stakeholders 
together to foster dialogue and future collaborations. A meeting of the 
Global Psoriasis Coalition will also be convened in connection with the 
AAD meeting.

Did you know that air pollution has been shown to cause or worsen 
acne, allergic rhinitis, anaemia, arrhythmias, atopic skin disease, bone 
fractures, conjunctivitis, dementia, diabetes, dry eye disease, heart 
failure, hypertension, intravascular coagulation, ischemic heart disease, 
leukaemia, liver steatosis, metabolic syndrome, obesity, osteoporosis, 
Parkinson’s, rheumatic diseases, sickle cell pain crises, skin aging, 
stroke, urticaria and bladder, colorectal, gastric, hepatic, kidney 
and lung cancer? In February, the FIRS Environmental Committee 
published an article on the effects of air pollution on health and 
a second article giving the evidence for its association with many 
diseases. Fighting air pollution to promote health is everyone’s duty!

International Federation 
of Psoriasis Associations 

Skin matters

Link to  
IFPA website

FIRS

Not only our lungs 
suffer from air 
pollution! 

FIRS Article Part 1

FIRS Article Part 2

https://ifpa-pso.com/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0012369218327235?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0012369218327223?via%3Dihub
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20 March is World Oral Health Day. Led by the FDI World Dental 
Federation, this year’s theme is Say ahh: act on mouth health, calling 
on individuals to take tangible action to prevent oral disease and 
safeguard their overall health. Campaign materials are available 
to download. A joint FDI-NCD Alliance-WHO session will take 
place at the 2019 FDI World Dental Congress in San Francisco 
(5-8 September). The session, Strengthening inter-professional 
collaboration: models to improve the prevention and control of 
oral diseases and other NCDs, will be chaired by the World Health 
Professions Alliance. Congress registration opens on 14 February.

The George Institute for Global Health has been designated a WHO 
Collaborating Centre in Injury Prevention and Trauma Care, with a 
focus on measuring and delivering effective strategies for prevention 
and affordable, accessible care. The institute has been a WHO 
Collaborating Centre for Population Salt Reduction since 2013. The 
George Institute is also delighted to be facilitating a community 
of practice on women and NCDs, co-hosted by the WHO’s Global 
Coordination Mechanism on NCDs. The community will promote 
evidence-based, scalable best practices in implementing a life-course 
approach to women’s health and NCDs, and will hold a launch 
webinar in March. 

The My Child Matters programme, developed by the Fondation Sanofi 
Espoir, aims to ensure equity so that all children with cancer have the 
same chance to heal wherever they are in the world. This initiative has 
funded 58 cancer projects in 42 low- and middle-income countries, 
reaching over 85,000 children to date. Since 2009, My Child Matters 
has been supporting Professor Samudio’s oncopaediatric team in 
Asunción (Paraguay) which was recently included in the City Cancer 
Challenge initiative to rethink the Paraguayan health system. The 
high-level discussions resulted in a cancer law framing an integrated 
approach for quality cancer services and establishing a multisectoral 
National Cancer Advisory Board including the Ministry of Health, the 
National Council for Research and Technologies, public and private 
hospitals, the C/CAN and pharmaceutical companies. This concrete 
achievement clearly highlights the tremendous value of multi-
stakeholder collaboration in fostering health improvement.

FDI

Say ahh: act on mouth 
health

Link to  
Word Oral Health Day

Link to  
Congress Registration

The George Institute 
for Global Health

The George Institute 
for Global Health 
to support WHO 
programmes

Link to  
The George Institute 
for Global Health’s 
announcement

Sanofi

Public-private 
partnership fosters new 
cancer policy to save 
lives

https://www.world-dental-congress.org/
http://www.worldoralhealthday.org/
https://www.georgeinstitute.org/news/new-who-collaborating-centre-will-target-injury-and-trauma
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5 Coming Up  
Events for your Diary

FEBRUARY

18-24 February Salt Awareness Week

28 February to 
1 March

National NCD meeting in Kenya involving partners such as NCDA Kenya, 
Kenya MoH, Access Accelerated, etc.

MARCH

5-7 March Africa Health Agenda International Conference, Kigali, Rwanda

8 March International Women’s Day

11-22 March UN Commission on Status of Women, NY, USA

14 March World Kidney Day

16-18 March American College of Cardiology, Annual Scientific Session,  
New Orleans, USA

20 March World Oral Health Day

25-26 March NCD Child’s NCD Forum on Children and Youth, Sharjah, UAE

https://www.awarenessdays.com/awareness-days-calendar/national-salt-awareness-week-2019/
https://ahaic.org/
https://www.internationalwomensday.com/
http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/csw63-2019
https://www.worldkidneyday.org/
https://accscientificsession.acc.org/
http://www.worldoralhealthday.org/campaign-year/2019
https://twitter.com/NCDChild/status/1085245146466304000
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APRIL

6 April  World Day of Physical Activity

7 April  World Health Day, theme UHC #HealthForAll

7-11 April  World Conference on Health Promotion, Rotorua, New Zealand

12-15 April  ISN World Congress of Nephrology, Melbourne, Australia

MAY

15-17 May 38th meeting of the Programme, Budget and Administration Committee of 
the Executive Board, Geneva, Switzerland

19 May  WHO Walk the Talk Health for All Challenge #HealthForAll

20-28 May  72nd World Health Assembly, Geneva, Switzerland

31 May  World No Tobacco Day  #NoTobacco

JUNE

3-6 June  Women Deliver Conference, Vancouver, Canada

https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-health-day/2018/en/
http://www.iuhpe2019.com/
https://isnwcn2019.org/
https://wd2019.org/
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2019/05/31/default-calendar/world-no-tobacco-day
http://apps.who.int/gb/gov/dates-of-meetings-eb.html
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2019/05/19/default-calendar/walk-the-talk-the-health-for-all-challenge-2019
http://apps.who.int/gb/gov/dates-of-meetings-eb.html
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6 Latest Publications  
Useful Readings and Resources

NCDA resources
This table provides a summary of 
the commitments outlined in the 
Political Declaration of the 2018 
High-level Meeting on NCDs held on 
27 September 2018.

This brief looks at the need to 
integrate health into climate policy in 
terms of the adaptation and resilience 
of health systems as well as co-benefit 
solutions, which are crucial for 
human and planetary health.

This policy brief is an update to 
the NCD Alliance’s 2014 brief 
on UHC and NCDs: a mutually 
reinforcing agenda, and reflects 
the developments in both the NCD 
response and the UHC agenda since 
the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and SDG 3.

Summary table of 
commitments in the 2018 
Political Declaration of the 
UN High-level Meeting on 
NCDs

Link to source

Briefing from the 
UNFCCC negotiators on 
incorporating health into 
the climate regime

Link to source

Available in 

EN

Ensuring healthy lives for 
all: NCDs and UHC

Link to report

Available in 

EN ES FR

ENSURING  
HEALTHY LIVES  
FOR ALL
Noncommunicable Diseases  
and Universal Health Coverage

1

The World Health Organization (WHO) has 
described climate change as the greatest threat to 
global health of the 21st century.1 However, tackling 
climate change presents the biggest opportunity 
to improve global health, by reducing air pollution, 
encouraging exercise and improving what we eat.2  
Highlighting this, the WHO is releasing a Special 
Report on Health and Climate Change at COP24 to 
support the UNFCCC negotiations.3 

Alongside mitigation, adaptation to address the 
climate risks to health must increase as, while 
cities expect climate change to seriously affect 
their public health infrastructure, only 4.8% of 
adaptation funding is directed at health and only 
15% of the Nationally Determined Contributions 
(NDCs) currently submitted under the Paris 
Agreement address health.4,5  

The health benefits of climate action can 
substantially offset costs of climate change 
mitigation. Therefore increased attention to health 
offers a means to promote public support.   

Protection of human health requires 
urgent ambition on NDCs.  

Health savings can substantially offset 
the costs of climate action.

Briefing for UNFCCC Negotiators on 
Incorporating Health into the Climate Regime
IMPACT, DELAY AND OPPORTUNITIES

Health Impacts of Climate Change 
People around the world are already exposed to the 
health effects of climate change. The latest report 
of the Lancet Countdown: Tracking Progress on 
Health and Climate Change revealed concerning 
trends in areas such as heat waves, labour capacity, 
vector-borne diseases and food security. Some of the 
headline findings from this report are:4 

  157 million more people most vulnerable to 
heat-related illnesses around the world were 
exposed to heat waves in 2017 compared with 
2000. Heat exposure also resulted in 153 billion 
hours of labour (or 3.2 billion weeks of work) lost 
around the world in 2017, an increase of more than 
62 billion hours since 2000.

  30 countries are now experiencing downward 
trends in agricultural yields. The resulting 
undernourishment can limit  people’s growth and 
make them more vulnerable to other illnesses. 

  712 extreme weather events in 2017 resulted in 
US$326 billion in economic losses, almost triple 
the total losses of 2016.

Delays in the Response
The world is not moving fast enough to avoid the 
worst health consequences of climate change and 
the effects we have already seen result from global 
warming of only 1ºC from pre-industrial times. These 
impacts on health are projected to increase as our 
world continues to warm: 

  With a warming of 1.5ºC, 13.8% of the world’s 
population would be exposed to severe heat waves 
at least once every five years. This would triple to 
36.9% of the world’s population with a warming  
of 2ºC.6 

  Air pollution (inside and outside the home) kills 7 
million people every year and fossil fuels are a 
major contributor. Air pollution is responsible for 
26% of all deaths worldwide from ischaemic heart 
disease, 24% of those from strokes, 43% from 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and 29% 
from lung cancer, making it the second leading 
cause of deaths from non-communicable diseases 
worldwide.7

https://ncdalliance.org/sites/default/files/resource_files/HLM3%20on%20NCDS_PD%20Commitments%20Summary%20Table_final.pdf
https://ncdalliance.org/resources/briefing-for-unfccc-negotiators-on-incorporating-health-into-the-climate-regime
https://ncdalliance.org/resources/ensuring-healthy-lives-for-all-ncds-and-uhc
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Essential and 
upcoming readings

Report of the global dialogue 
convened by the WHO and the 
Government of Denmark in 
preparation for the third High-level 
Meeting of the UN General Assembly 
on NCDs in 2018 to explore new 
ways to address the critical gap 
in financing for national NCD 
responses.

Meeting report: Global 
dialogue on partnerships 
for the sustainable 
financing of NCD 
prevention control

Link to report

Available in 

EN

COPENHAGEN, DENMARK 

9–11 APRIL

WHO Global Coordination Mechanism  
on the Prevention and Control  
of Noncommunicable Diseases

MEETING REPORT

Global Dialogue  
on Partnerships  
for Sustainable 
Financing of  
NCD Prevention  
and Control

The Lancet Countdown on Health and Climate Change

Link

Lancet Global Health Commission on High Quality Health 
Systems in the SDG Era

Link 

WHO – Mental Health Atlas 2017

Link 

WHO NCD Country Profiles 2018

Link 

https://ncdalliance.org/resources/meeting-report-global-dialogue-on-partnerships-for-sustainable-financing-of-ncd-prevention-control-april-2018
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(18)32594-7/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/action/showPdf?pii=S2214-109X%2818%2930386-3
https://www.who.int/mental_health/evidence/atlas/mental_health_atlas_2017/en/
https://www.who.int/nmh/publications/ncd-profiles-2018/en/
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Lancet EAT Commission – Food in the Anthropocene

Link 

Translated obesity-related country report cards 

Link 

Mental Health Atlas Country Profiles

Link 

https://www.thelancet.com/commissions/EAT
https://www.worldobesitydata.org/presentation-graphics/translated-summary-country-cards/
https://www.who.int/mental_health/evidence/atlas/profiles-2017/en/


MAKING NCD PREVENTION AND CONTROL A PRIORITY, EVERYWHERE

Visit us 

ncdalliance.org

E-mail: info@ncdalliance.org

http://ncdalliance.org
mailto:info@ncdalliance.org
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