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This policy brief was completed for the NCD Alliance by the FCTC working group, convened by the Framework Convention Alliance.

“The most urgent and immediate priority is tobacco 
control” 
- The Lancet, April 2011 

“Overcoming barriers to the implementation of the 
Framework Convention on Tobacco Control should play 
a central role”
- The Center for Strategic and International Studies,
February 2011

The NCD Alliance is calling for accelerated 
implementation of the WHO Framework Convention  
on Tobacco Control:
•	 	As a sustainable investment, with proven results, 

that will contribute to producing a healthier, more 
able and productive global population; in order to:

•	 Increase the benefits of investment already being 
made towards achieving the Millennium Development 
Goals.



Unlike malaria or dengue, where the vector is a mosquito, tobacco 
has a human vector in the shape of a wealthy, powerful, 
multinational industry. Tobacco industry revenue dwarfs the GDP 
of many countries and the industry has used its billions to 
aggressively market its products in low and middle income 
countries. As the world strives to reduce poverty, tackle the 
financial crisis, food insecurity and climate change, no country 
cacan afford the health, economic or environmental consequences 
of tobacco use.
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