
One Year Anniversary of the UN High-Level Meeting on NCDs

Dear Members of the NCD Alliance network,

We are very proud and happy to mark the first anniversary of the UN High-Level Meeting on the Prevention and
Control of Non-Communicable Diseases, held 19-20 September 2011, and the adoption of the Political Declaration
on NCDs. The past year has been a testament to progress on NCDs at the global level, particularly with the
adoption of the target to reduce premature mortality by 25% by 2025 at the World Health Assembly in May.

Still, this is only the beginning of a long journey. We must ensure that the mandates of the Political Declaration
are fully developed and successfully implemented at all levels, and among all stakeholders.

We will continue to advocate for a comprehensive Global NCD Framework and the inclusions of NCDs in the Post-
2015 Development Agenda.

This news update provides details on:
 Advocacy at the WHO Regional Committee meetings
 A letter to Ban Ki-moon to mark the one year anniversary of the HLM

WHO REGIONAL COMMITTEES

The WHO Regional Committee Meetings are underway – EURO met last week and the PAHO meeting is taking
place this week. We have organised representation at those meetings to ensure a strong civil society voice is
present on any discussions on the NCD Framework, and developed a Statement to be delivered at each Regional
Meeting.

A resolution was adopted at the EURO Regional Meeting urging Member States to:
 “have additional development and implementation of relevant national policies to control NCDs and the

capacity of health systems to address them, including health promotion, disease prevention, treatment
and rehabilitation.”

 stress the importance of addressing health inequity in the Global Monitoring Framework
Dr. Margaret Chan addressed the committee, encouraging the adoption of universal health coverage especially in
addressing some of the challenges that the EURO region faces.

Upcoming Meetings
 24-28 Sep: WPRO Regional Committee Meeting, Hanoi
 1-4 Oct: EMRO Regional Committee Meeting, Cairo
 Wk beg 22 Oct: AFRO Regional Committee Meeting, Luanda

UN HIGH-LEVEL SUMMIT ANNIVERSARY

To commemorate the occasion, the NCD Alliance has written an open letter to UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon. In this letter, we thank him for the continued attention and action on NCDs, and pledge our support, as the
global and UN system’s responses to the NCD crises are further developed. We have also written a short note to
UN Member State missions in Geneva and New York to commemorate the anniversary, commend them for their
actions so far, and remind them of the work still ahead.

Please visit our website to see how other organisations have been honouring this anniversary, including:
 World Heart Federation, as part of the Global Cardiovascular Disease Taskforce, is releasing an important

new paper. The Taskforce calls upon governments to support at least 10 targets for the Framework. The
paper will be released on 29 September to celebrate World Heart Day.

Please let us know what your organisation is doing to mark the anniversary so that we may showcase it on our
website.

We will send another update next week with the NCD Alliance draft submission on the Global Monitoring
Framework and targets. Thanks to those organisations and experts who sent us feedback on our earlier briefing
paper.

As always, thank you for your interest and commitment. Please do not hesitate to contact us at
info@ncdalliance.org to continue the conversation.
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